
I read your cditorisl on Mars, "The Dead Planet", with great 
interest and cnthur,iL\umy but ,011~: rcr.:;lr!: ii> It ic ;L prejudgment 
against whs*: ::or.L?.:,': :? pcrpleXing 2nd' co:;:i-ove~.sinl Scientific question, 
the independent e-;olui:ion of any form oj:. life beyond the earth. 

The Mariner photographs are very exciting but so far they 
have solidL+‘ied previous expectations. They have not intro- 
duced new eic,n?nts Into the disclls.::.ion that were not taken 
account of in previous deliberations. 

The main point to stress is that. we still do not know 
the abundance ard disrribution of water on Mars. Howeqrer 
much there is, alncst all of it roust be frozen, and this 
makes it veq diffic::lt to decid? bs~ween a vanishing layer 
of hoarfrost at the pnles and a thick plaaeizary crust of 
permafrost under a s:n?bakad surface. in either ca32, we have 
the likslihocd cf scattered oases with !ocal conditions far 
more congenikl to life than the average for the planet. 
After all, too obtuse a view of the earth would have us all 
submerged in a thocsand fnthoas of salt water. Already, the 
modt exciting aspect of the Mariner pic:ures is indeed the 
great variety of strrface detail that they do show, including 
bright patches G,I some crarers suggesting frost. 

There are mrlny ether q:!est:'.ons thst need far deeper study 
before any swe3r)C.n': ~:p~l~:,Zudj 3,:s are juctj.fie.3. While I doubt 
that Mars has e~ei- :.l.aqj ?vc;er,sive c~ceans, it is too early to 
assert this as ee~5c.d fez+.. Ho~ve.l', more Likely almost 
all of its vqater hiis been frozen for most of its history. 

The swing of general opinion ahcut Mars has undcubtedly 
been over-colored by lurid fantasies 02 canal-buildfng 
humanoids whi.ch have played no part in serious scientific 
analysis. Wow that these have been happily relegated to 
their proper place in imaginative fiction, our study of the 
solar systen can focus on rigorous 5:ctual questions which 
continue to Save the deepest scientI.:ic and philosophical 
interest. Pars~o~nt cmong these is r:hether life in any form 
has evolved independently of the terrestrial system an3 man. 
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